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*Having an Origin Story does not imply possession of a Superpower.

“Career paths only make 
sense in retrospect”



AAAS Fellowship – what was learned?

1. Policy, including science policy, has inputs other than science

Policy

Scientific Evidence

Public Opinion

Economics Politics

Infrastructure (Sunk Costs)

2. Communicating scientific and technical ideas 
o We need to get over the fact that science doesn’t speak for itself
o The important messages are very audience-specific

3. For such a huge Federal government the Federal government is 
kind of small



Two areas I want to speak to

Communication 
with the public

Communication 
with DOE



One view of my role
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Challenges and opportunities
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Some things I’m working on

Town Halls

“DOE/Budgets 101”

Science Slams

Interagency/International 
Engagement

This Friday! 👇👇👇👇
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